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FOR OVER 40 YEARS, AEQT HAS WORKED TO:

About Us

REPRESENT  
THE CHEMICAL  
SECTOR  
IN SOCIETY

PROMOTE  
THE CHEMICAL  
SECTOR’S  
COMPETITIVENESS

COORDINATE  
JOINT PROJECTS  
AND PROMOTE  
SYNERGIES

PROVIDE  
A FORUM TO DISCUSS 
PROBLEMS, AND  
SHARE KNOWLEDGE 
AND BEST PRACTICES

FOSTER 
THE SECTOR’S 
DEVELOPMENT, 
PROMOTING 
INVESTMENT
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As a result of AEQT’s efforts, Tarragona’s chemical sector has 
become a reference in Europe in areas related to safety, com-
munity relationships, sustainability and environmental man-
agement. Its most relevant projects are the piping rack that 
connects different companies and links them to the port of 
Tarragona, the chemical safety parks, the joint management of 
industrial wastewater and water recycling facilities, the joint 
sewage outlet pipe, the marine pollution response park, and the 
Nasapp project for odor monitoring. 

The AEQT currently has 33 mem-
ber companies from the chem-
ical sector in Tarragona´s North 
and South industrial parks, with 
facilities in the municipalities 
of Tarragona, la Canonja, Reus, 
Vila-seca, Constantí, el Morell, 
la Pobla de Mafumet, Pera-
fort-Puigdelfí, Tortosa and Reus.

The AEQT (Associació Empresarial Química de Tarragona, Tarrag-

ona Chemical Business Association) is a community-based orga-

nization that seeks to develop Tarragona as the most competitive 

chemical cluster in Southern Europe, while contributing to the 

sustainable development of the region.

Our Mission
Our mission is to create 
global agreements that 
enhance the competi-
tiveness of Tarrragona’s 
chemical industry while 
contributing to the safe 
and sustainable devel-
opment of the territo-
ry under the maximum 
transparency.

Our Vision
Our vision is to be-
come the world’s lead-
ing chemical complex 
in safety, sustainability 
and competitiveness, to 
generate value for Tarra-
gona and to obtain rec-
ognition from our local 
community.

OFFER 
OUTREACH 
PROGRAMS

ESTABLISH 
A DIALOGUE 
WITH SOCIETY 
AND ITS AGENTS

CONTINUALLY 
IMPROVE 
THE SECTOR’S 
SAFETY

IMPROVE 
THE QUALITY 
OF LIFE OF 
OUR WORKFORCE

FOSTER 
THE SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT 
AND GROWTH 
OF OUR ACTIVITY
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Safety
The Safety commission is in 
charge of monitoring workforce 
and industrial safety indicators. 
In addition, it supervises the sec-
tor’s security, as related to exter-
nal risks and threats, and is also 
responsible for emergency man-
agement.

Environment
The Environment commission 
collects environmental indicators 
and deals with the sector’s envi-
ronmental impacts, leading and 
coordinating joint projects to min-
imize them.
 

Social And Labor Issues 
The commission on Social and 
Labor issues deals with regula-
tory issues (collective bargaining 
agreements, relevant legislation) 
and the implementation of the 
best practices in balancing work/
family time and gender equality 
plans. This work group is also in 
charge of all training activities.

Energy
The AEQT’s energy commission 
oversees the procurement of dif-
ferent sources of energy and fuel 
for its member companies, partic-
ularly electric energy, which is sig-
nificantly more expensive in Spain 
than in the rest of the UE, where 
its direct competitors are located. 
The high cost of electric energy is 
a common problem for all chemi-
cal companies in Tarragona.

Work 
Groups
The AEQT structures its tasks through different work groups that 
cover its main areas of interest.  These work groups are staffed by 
AEQT personnel and expert technicians from member companies.
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Territory
The Territory commission studies 
infrastructures, especially roads 
and railroads, analyzing their suit-
ability for the petrochemical sec-
tor, and provides local authorities 
with feedback on the industry’s 
needs and possible infrastructure 
improvements. The Territory com-
mission also analyses local urban 
planning and its impact on the 
petrochemical sector.

Service Companies
The Service Companies commis-
sion is a joint commission with 
representatives from AEQT mem-
ber companies and the AEST (As-
sociació d’Empreses de Serveis de 
Tarragona, Association of Service 
Companies of Tarragona), which 
are those companies that usually 
provide services to the petrochem-
ical sector. The commission analy-
ses service activities that are per-
formed in petrochemical facilities 
and seeks to unify criteria, facilitate 
coordination and establish a joint 
analysis of common problems.

Port and Logistic Activities
The Port and Logistic Activities 
commission oversees the trans-
portation of merchandise and raw 
materials, and all AEQT member 
activities within Port of Tarragona 
facilities, as well as other logistic 
activities.

Communication
The Communication commission 
manages and coordinates the pet-
rochemical sector’s relationship 
with its institutional and social 
environment. It provides outreach 
programs and information on the 
industry’s activities and its impact 
on the territory. This commis-
sion is in charge of managing the 
AEQT’s Public Advisory Panel. 

Innovation and Technology
The Innovation and Technology 
commission was established in 
March 2021 as part of the 2021-
2023 Strategic Plan, that laid out 
sector-specific objectives, such 
as “digitalization and industry 
4.0”, or “R&D&I and technological 
transference”. This commission 
manages the technological and 
innovation challenges of member 
companies and provides a forum 
to share best practices and study 
possible collaborations, projects 
or joint infrastructures.
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CHEMICAL CLUSTER  
IN SOUTHERN EUROPE

OF SPAIN’S CHEMICAL 
PRODUCTION

DIRECT AND  
INDIRECT JOBS

OF THE WORKFORCE UNDER  
LONG TERM WORK CONTRACTS

INDUCED JOBS

OF CATALUNYA’S  
CHEMICAL PRODUCTION

ANNUAL  
PRODUCTION 

LARGE CHEMICAL  
SECTOR MULTINATIONALS

DEVOTED TO 
PETROCHEMICAL PRODUCTION
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OF TARRAGONA’S EXPORTS

OF PORT DE TARRAGONA’S 
OPERATIONS

AEQT Members
Tarragona’s Chemical Business Association consists of 
33 companies, most of which are located in the North 
and South industrial parks, covering a total area of 
1,200 hectares, including port facilities.

ALCOVER

EL MORELL

LA POBLA
DE MAFUMET

NORTH  
POLYGON

SOUTH  
POLYGON

PERAFORT

CONSTANTÍ

LA CANONJA
TARRAGONA

VILA-SECA

REUS

SALOU

53.2%

65.7%
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Chemical  
Safety Parks

The Chemical Safety Parks are corporate 
fire departments that have been jointly 
established by chemical companies and 
are specialized and trained to respond to 
chemical emergencies. There are three 
parks: Chemical Park North, Chemical Park 
South and the Port Chemical Park. This col-
laborative initiative is proof of the sector’s 
commitment to safety.  

www.parcquimic.com/es/

Dixquimics  
Rack

This shared piping rack connects different 
petrochemical companies and also links 
them to the Port of Tarragona, allowing a 
highly efficient and fluid traffic for raw ma-
terials and products. This piping infrastruc-
ture has increased the competitiveness 
of Tarragona’s industrial parks, enhancing 
their safety and lowering their environ-
mental impact by considerably reducing 
road transportation. 

www.aitasa.es/cat/projectes/dixquimics.html

Industrial  
wastewater

The joint management of industrial waste-
water is another example of how Tarrago-
na’s chemical companies have cooperated 
and taken advantage of synergies. Through 
Aitasa (Aguas Industriales de Tarragona 
S.A.) the chemical sector manages a 44 
km-network of industrial wastewater and 
a 14 km-network of chlorinated water. The 
growing use of recycled water is an exam-
ple of the sector’s commitment to sustain-
ability and a circular economy. 

www.aeqtonline.com/medi-ambient/#aigua
www.aitasa.es/cat/index.html

Joint Sewage  
Outlet Pipe

The sector’s companies have built a joint 
sewage outlet pipe, resulting in an im-
proved management of spills. The system 
has a network of indicators that provide 
real time control and an exhaustive analy-
sis of the marine environment. 

www.aitasa.es/cat/projectes/emissaris.html

Pioneers in synergies 
and joint projects
Tarragona’s chemical sector is well known for its high degree of integration, cooperation and 
synergies. The AEQT itself is a joint project, and there are a lot more collaborative initiatives  
in different areas, such as safety, sustainability, training…
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The portfolio of Tarragona’s 
chemical cluster is 
vast, with over one 
hundred chemical and 
petrochemical products, 
encompassing a large part 
of the value chain, from 
raw materials to products 
that have experienced 
several transformations. 
The cluster produces 
more than half of Spain’s 
plastics.

A
ABS plastics
Active substances  
for crop protection
Additives for paper
Anionic active substances
Asphaltic bitumen,  
improved or modified  
with rubber (FLEXODUR)
Asphaltic bitumen  
(CEPSASFALT)
Asphaltic bitumen,  
modified with polymers 
(ELASTER)
Auxiliary products  
for paper production  
Asphaltic residues
B 
Benzene
Bicalcium phosphate 
Bituminous products  
for industrial applications  
in automobiles, water  
proofing, sound treatment  
and manufacturing of  
bituminous emulsions  
and modified asphaltic  
bitumen.  (INDUSFALT)
C 
Catalysts for polyolefins
Caustic soda (50% and 32%)
Chlorine
Conventional bituminose 
emulsions (EMASFALT)
D
Diesel fuels
Diethyleneglycol
Dipentaerythritol
Dispersions for adhesives, 
paints, construction and 
textiles

DOWLEX™
E
EDC (1,2, dichlorethane)
EO PO block polymers
ETBE
Ethoxylates
Ethoxylates from fatty 
alcohols
Ethylbenzene
Ethylene
Ethylene-based plastic 
emulsions
Ethylene oxide
F
Flexible polyols
Formaldehyde
Formulated  polyols
Fraction C4  (butane,  butene 
and butadiene mix)
Fuel oil
Fuels
Fungicides for crop protection 
(cereals, fruits and vegetables) 
G
Gas and liquid nitrogen
Gas and liquid oxygen 
Gases for food 
Gasolines
Glueing agents for paper
H
Heco, (Heterophasic  
copolymers of polypropylene)
HCL (Hydrochloric acid)
High density polyethylene 
Homo (Polypropylene   
homopolymer)
Humidity-resistant agents  
for paper (KYMENE)
Hydrogen

Hydrochloric acid
I
IFO 380
Industrial low density linear 
polyethylene
Isethionates
Isocyanate mixes
K 
Kerosenes 
L
Liquid argon
Low density polyethylene
LPG
Lubricants
M
MDI (Diphenylmethane  
diisocyanate)
Medical gases
MM80 (Methil acetate- 
methanol mix 80-99,5%)
Monoethylene glycol
N
98.5% Nitric acid
69%-54% Nitric acid
P
Pentaerythritol
Petroleum distillates
Plastic emulsions
Polymer-modified bituminous 
emulsions  (STYEMUL)
Polymer additives for refining 
AFFINITY™
Polyvinylic alcohol/ 
Copolymers
Pyrolysis fuel oil
Propylene glycols
Propylene oxide
PP-derived composite plastics 
for the automobile, elec-
tricity and piping industries 

Polyesters
Polyethylene glycols
Polyglycols
Polyols
Polymeric polyols
Polypropylene
Prepolymers
PRIMACOR™
Products for water treatment
Propellants and isobutane
Propylene
PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride)
Polyester resins
Polymer solutions for  
cosmetics and detergents 
Q
Quaternary amine derivatives 
R 
Raco, (Statistical  
polypropylene copolymer)
S
Sodium Formmiate
Sodium hypochlorite
Special gases
Special products for  
construction (pavements, 
sealing, water-proofing,  
protection and priming) 
Styrene
Sulfur
T
Technical gases
Triethylene glycol
V 
VCM (Vinyl chloride monomer)
VERSIFY™
Z
Ziegler-Natta  catalysts  
for polyolefins

ProductsCHEMICAL PRODUCTS
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Thanks to its technology, innovation and continuous im-
provement, the chemical industry has developed prod-
ucts that offer significant enhancements in all areas of 
our daily lives. The chemical industry is a key player in 
researching and developing new sustainable solutions.

Innovative, Sustainable 
and Essential Products
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Health and Disinfection
The chemical products produced at Tarrag-
ona’s petrochemical parks are essential and 
help save lives: medicinal gases, pharma-
ceutical materials, medical and surgical ap-
plications, materials for medical and hospital 
equipment…
The chemical industry also supplies products 
that are indispensable for the production of 
disinfectants, hygiene products, water puri-
fication, additives for paper…

Food
The food industry could not function proper-
ly without products from the chemical sec-
tor. AEQT member companies supply mate-
rials that are used in packaging (not only for 
the food industry, but also for hygiene and 
cleaning products). The sector also offers 
agents and additives for fungicides, pesti-
cides and herbicides that are needed in ag-
riculture.

Mobility
The petrochemical industry of Tarragona 
supplies products that are indispensable to 
operate the supply chains of other essential 
goods and services, such as fuel and trans-
portation materials for manufacturing vehi-
cles and building infrastructures.

Technology, Household Products, 
Sports…and a lot more!
Tarragona’s chemical industry supplies prod-
ucts that are present in many areas of our 
lives, such as technology (computers, cell 
phones, screens…) household appliances, 
home goods (construction materials, furni-
ture, paint, thermal insulation), sports, lei-
sure and culture…

Chemistry will provide solutions for the new sustainability and circular economy challenges the planet is facing:
Products for a Sustainable and Circular Future

The chemical sector 
leads industrial R&D&I 
investment and has the 
highest percentage of 
innovative firms of all 
industry.

By developing bioplas-
tics and new com-
postable or biodegrad-
able materials based 
on eco design.

By developing energy 
storage solutions or fuels 
such as green hydrogen.

Chemical and 
molecular 
recycling 
systems.
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Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment

Safety and Health
Safety is our number one concern. Our companies invest in 
the best available technology and apply the strictest safety 
standards. The sector is continuously developing joint proj-
ects to further improve safety. Our objective: zero accidents.
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Human Capital Training

One of the most ambitious joint projects of Tarra-
gona’s chemical sector is its safety training pro-
gram, a pioneering initiative that only has a com-
parable precedent in the nuclear industry.

Under this project all operations personnel of 
AEQT member companies will receive training 
at the Chemical Park North pilot plant. The proj-
ect will offer general training for all workers of all 
member companies as well as specific training, 
tailored to the activities of each particular com-
pany. The project seeks to redirect worker behav-
ior through human error prevention techniques, 
based on the observation of individual behavior 
and a later analysis of errors, their reasons and  
ways to prevent and avoid mistakes.

The project’s didactic approach is based on cut-
ting edge technology, such as augmented reality 

techniques, to recreate realistic scenario simula-
tions. The program’s length will be 
between 3 and 5 hours and it is 
expected that by 2025 all oper-
ations personnel of AEQT mem-
bers will be trained.

AEQT-AEST Certifications

Nearly half of the workforce that each day enters 
the chemical industry’s facilities is affiliated to 
service companies. Hence, coordination and com-
mon standards in different areas, especially in 
safety, are indispensable.

Since 2007 AEQT and AEST have implemented 
the Safety Certification System, a safety audit 
that uses a five star ranking system to evaluate 
whether a service company complies with AEQT’s 
required safety standards. This certification is 
necessary for all service companies that operate 
at petrochemical facilities. It has proved to be a 
successful model, yielding very clear reductions in 
accident rates, especially among service compa-
nies personnel. These safety certifications are the 
first stage of a multi-generation project that was 
expanded in 2018 to include a similar quality cer-
tification system. 

This system is designed to evaluate the overall 
quality of the services that AEST companies offer 
to AEQT members. Finally, the project’s third stage 
will be a productivity certification system, which is 
currently under development.

Chemical Safety Parks

Chemical Safety Parks are corporate fire depart-
ments that have been jointly established by chem-
ical companies and are specialized and trained to 
respond to chemical emergencies. There are three 
parks: Chemical Park North, Chemical Park South 
and the Port Chemical Park. This collaborative ini-
tiative is proof of the chemical sector’s commit-
ment to safety.

The chemical safety parks are staffed by high-
ly qualified professionals, specifically trained in 
chemical emergency risk management. These 
centers were first established in 2000, and have 
become a reference in Europe for their risk man-
agement approach and constant drill exercis-
es, which enable a quick reaction time under any 
emergency scenario. The chemical safety parks 
perform preemptive operations and provide sup-
port for the companies’ routine operations.

The chemical safety teams carry out maintenance 
operations at AEQT member facilities, supervise 
fire-fighting equipment maintenance and perform 
other preemptive tasks, such as routine monitor-
ing patrols to detect foul odors and their origin. 
They also plan, study and perform emergency 
drills as a part of their daily routine. 

www.parcquimic.com

These corporate fire departments 
have been jointly sponsored by pet-

rochemical sector companies.

Using new technologies, this project 
will simulate scenarios and analyse 

individual behavior.

This system has yielded 
substantial reductions in 

accident rates.
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Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment

Environmental Protection
We are committed to protecting the environment, using 
the best available techniques to minimize environmental 
impact, promoting joint initiatives to improve air quality, 
water recycling or micro-plastics. 
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Tarragona’s Air Quality Observatory is a 
project led by Repsol in collaboration with 
the AEQT and several scientific institu-
tions (Rovira i Virgili University, Eurecat), 
coordinated by the Cerdá Institute. It con-
stantly monitors the concentration of vol-
atile organic compounds in 11 municipal-
ities of Camp de Tarragona, in an effort to 
improve the region’s environment and its 
sustainability. 

With the air quality observatory the 
chemical sector seeks to address one of 
the main social concerns in a responsible 
and transparent manner. In addition to its 
valuable air quality analysis and monitor-
ing, the observatory also offers commu-
nity outreach services that encourage de-
bate and community participation.

In 2019 the observatory established 26 
monitoring stations in 11 of Camp de Tar-
ragona’s municipalities. These stations col-
lect air samples between 8 and 12 months 
per year, offering reliable annual averages 
of volatile organic compounds in the re-
gion’s air. Apart from its valuable analysis, 
the observatory also strives to become a 
tool for community outreach, debate and 
knowledge, as well as a participatory plat-
form for all of the territory’s agents.

Water Recycling: Advancing towards Circularity

Water recycling is another area in which 
the chemical sector companies have taken 
advantage of their synergies, while taking 
a step towards a circular economy.

In late 2012 the urban wastewater re-
cycling plant came online. By 2019 
over 17% of Tarragona’s chemical in-
dustry water use was recycled water.
However, the industry 
pushed further, with a 
new, more efficient indus-
trial wastewater purifica-
tion plant. This plant has 
a capacity of 1,800,000 liters/hour over 24 
hours, and can be expanded in the future. 
It complies with the new EU regulations 

on BREF CWW (Common Waste Water) 
and refining. This new legislation affects 
each chemical company individually, but 
once again Tarragona’s chemical and pet-
rochemical sectors have joined forces and 
collaborated to find a common solution.
The plant’s design will allow the chemical 
industry to recycle not only urban waste-
water, as it has been doing since 2012, 

but to reuse its own  
industrial wastewater. 
To achieve this goal a 
new additional recycling 
plant is being planned. 

The industry’s objective is to raise the 
volume of recycled water from the cur-
rent 17% to a minimum of 25% by 2025.

Camp de Tarragona’s  
Air Quality Table

Sponsored by the Generalitat de 
Catalunya (Catalonia’s regional 
government), the Air Quality Table 
brings together public sector insti-
tutions and businesses, academics, 
trade unions, researchers, neigh-
bourhood associations and environ-
mentalists. The AEQT and several of 
its members participate in this joint 
effort to minimize environmen-
tal impact and guarantee good air 
quality in the region.

TQACT

Air Quality Observatory

The observatory constantly 
monitors the concentration of 
volatile organic com-pounds in 

11 municipalities

The objective is to raise the use 
of recycled water to at least 

25% by 2025
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Odor Control and Monitoring

Aware of the disturbances and alarm that 
foul odor episodes may generate among 
the population of Camp de Tarragona, the 
AEQT and its member companies have 
been monitoring odors for years, with the 
objective of detecting their origin and elim-
inating those produced by the chemical in-
dustry. 
In 2005 the AEQT signed an agreement 
with the URV Foundation to start odor 
monitoring. In 2010 it joined the Chemical 
Safety Parks in establishing the Nasapp 
project for odor moni-
toring in Camp de Tar-
ragona, developed by 
the Eurecat technolog-
ical center. 
As a community-involvement program, 
Nasapp relies on trained voluntaries to 
inform of foul odors through a mobile 
app. The application geolocates the place 
where the voluntary is at the time a foul 
odor is reported. The coincidence in time 
and space of several reports indicates an 
episode, and actions are taken to detect 
its origin, including the analysis of current 
weather data.
In addition, this information is comple-
mented with routine and special patrols 

by the Chemical Safety Parks firemen, that 
identify or discard possible odor origins. 

A Commitment to Inform

On the other hand, an agreement between 
the AEQT and the department of the Inte-
rior of the Generalitat de Catalunya estab-
lishes that the chemical sector companies 
will inform Catalunya’s Operational Control 
Center (CECAT) of any operations or inci-
dents that may result in odors.

OCS - Zero Pellet Loss: No Pellets in the Environment 

Over 25 years ago, in line with its com-
mitment to protect the environment and 
minimize the impact of its activities, the 
chemical industry established Operation 
Clean Sweep (OCS), a worldwide program 
aimed at avoiding pellet spills.
It is a voluntary program that encourag-
es responsible management and the best 
control and cleaning practices in order to 
avoid pellet spills. 
All AEQT companies that manufacture pel-
lets are affiliated to the OCS initiative. In 
2018 the AEQT implemented the OCS-Ze-
ro Pellet Loss project, that detects the 
moments and operations in which spills 
are more likely, and establishes corrective 
measures to prevent 
them.
This work group meets 
regularly, and pro-
vides an opportunity 
for companies to share their best practic-
es and solutions, and incorporate them to 
the general recommendations set forth by 
OCS in its worldwide program. As the work 
group’s conclusions are incorporated to 
the sector’s processes and operations the 
goal of achieving zero pellet spills is closer 
each day.

The Rest of the Value Chain  
Must Be Involved

However, AEQT affiliation to the OCS  
initiative is not enough: for the project to 
be successful and attain its Zero Pellet 
Loss objective, involvement by the rest of 
the companies in the value chain is indis-
pensable. Hence, in late 2019 the AEQT 
presented the project to the rest of the 
value chain (transportation companies, 
logistics operators, transformation and 
recycling businesses..) to encourage them 
to pursue this common goal and apply the 
OCS standards to their operations. The 
Port of Tarragona has already joined the 

program.

Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment
Environmental Protection

AEQT companies apply the highest 
prevention standards, and educate 

the rest of the value chain to join

The sector promotes the Nasapp 
project, and the Chemical Parks car-
ry out surveillance rounds to detect 

episodes and its origin
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The AEQT sponsors several training projects that may lead to jobs in the petrochemical sector. 
On one hand, the AEQT-AEST courses are required for all workers of auxiliary companies that 
work at AEQT member facilities. On the other, the AEQT and some of its individual member com-
panies sponsor several Dual Technical Training programs.

Dual Technical Training
The chemical sector encourages Dual 
Technical Training through the AEQT and 
individual member company programs. 
Several training programs are available 
through agreements with local education-
al centers.

AEQT-AEST Courses
The AEQT and the Association of Service 
Companies of Tarragona (AEST) offer this 
course, which is geared towards maxi-
mizing safety standards and training for 
all workers that perform their duties at 
Tarragona’s chemical and petrochemi-
cal facilities. It is required for all service 
company personnel that perform regular 
maintenance operations for AEQT mem-
bers.

At the Cutting Edge of Training

IS THE YEARLY TRAINING 
INVESTMENT PER WORKER

358.8 €

Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment
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Talent Promotion and Outreach
Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment
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Chemistry Classroom 

The AEQT’s outreach program seeks to ex-
plain how the chemical industry works, its 
products, processes and risks, and how it 
improves everyday life. Since 2007 the AEQT 
has been sponsoring the Chemistry Class-
room, an installation at Tarragona’s Educa-
tional Complex Learning Center, that offers 
middle and high school students an immer-
sion in the petrochemical industry using an 
interactive and experimental technology.
Aside from the classroom, attended by 
2,000 students every year, the program can  

be complemented with a visit to a specific 
industry. The Classroom seeks to enhance 
student training and provide an under-
standing of local industry. The AEQT consid-
ers these are important tools in developing 
a transparent, trusting relationship between 
industry and local community. 

APQUA: Science Week  
Experimental Workshops
The AEQT has been collaborating with 
URV’s APQUA project (Chemical Products, 
Uses and Application) since 1991. The AEQT 
sponsors the experimental workshops that 
APQUA offers during Science Week, allow-
ing students to become immersed in the 
magic of chemistry.
During two weeks in 2019, 1,500 students 
from 31 middle and high schools attend-
ed these workshops at the CRAI in Sesce-
lades. Thirty workshops offered a variety of 
chemistry and technology-related content 

in an easily accessible, attractive approach 
that highlights chemistry’s contribution to 
improved standards of living and environ-
mental protection. Among other activities 
participants learned how to build an en-
gine, evaluate a lightbulb’s efficiency, or 
determine which food has a higher vitamin 
C content.

Tarragona’s Chemistry  
Research Prize
Since its inception in 1999, the AEQT orga-
nizes Tarragona’s Chemistry Research Prize 
with URV’s Department of Chemistry. This 
prize seeks to reward scientific talent and 
stimulate interest in chemical science and 
technology. Applicants from either public or 
private high schools may present basic or 
applied research papers under the guidance 
of one or more of their teachers.
The prize consists of first, second and third 
awards, all of which include cash for the 
winning student and his school, and repre-

sent a pioneering effort to stimulate scien-
tific research vocations in Tarragona.

TRiCS Forum 

The AEQT collaborates with the TRiCS fo-
rum (Research papers and Synthesis Cred-
its). Every year in April 2,600 high school 
and vocational training students from 40 
schools gather at Tarragona’s Educational 
Center. Older students make presentations 
of their research or credit synthesis work. 
This helps younger students gather ideas on 
their project subject and how to approach it. 
The objective is to develop student commu-
nication skills and offer orientation and in-
formation on university studies. 

The project is an excellent fit for the AEQT’s 
and the chemical industry’s values: research, 
academic excellence, solidarity, generosity, 
fostering scientific vocation and supporting 
future talent. 

Every year 2,000 students use an 
interactive, experimental methodol-
ogy to discover the territory’s chem-

ical industry

In the workshops over 1,000 stu-
dents learn how to create an engine 
or calibrate a lightbulb’s efficiency

This prize seeks to reward 
scientific talent in middle 

and high school students

Senior year high school students 
present their research work to 
younger colleagues, offering guid-
ance in methodology and how to 

choose research subjects.
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Sustainability and Commitment to the Environment

Outreach and Cooperation  
in the Territory
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Public Advisory Panel

Established in 2003,  AEQT’s Public Advisory Panel (PPA) is 
an indispensable communication tool that facilitates a fluid 
dialogue between the chemical industry and the local com-
munity. In addition to AEQT’s Panel, which acts on behalf 
of the entire sector, some chemical companies have their 
own individual panel.
The panel seeks to accurately represent the chemical in-
dustry’s social and geographical environment. The AEQT’s 
panel consists a group of about twenty citizens from dif-
ferent economic and social sectors that live in neighbour-
hoods and municipalities within the chemical industry’s 
area of influence. This group meets periodically with AEQT 
personnel to discuss common interests. Occasionally ex-
perts are invited to provide insight on specific subjects.

PPA meetings are not only a means for the chemical sector 
to provide industry-specific information to panel members 
(and through them, to society at large), but also represent 
a channel through which the chemical industry receives in-
put on the local community’s opinions and concerns. This 
input is extraordinarily valuable in adapting the sector’s ac-
tions and strategies. 

Agreements and Collaborations

As a representative of the chemical sector, the AEQT main-
tains a cooperative and constructive dialogue with the lo-
cal community’s agents. This includes establishing agree-
ments and collaborations in solidarity and cooperation 
projects, as well as projects  related to sports, education, 
culture, special interest groups… Cooperation with the lo-
cal community is part of the chemical industry’s social re-
sponsibility.
The AEQT has collaborated with institutions like the Red 
Cross, food banks, La Muntanyeta Cerebral Palsy Associa-
tion, Bonanit Foundation or TV3’s Marathon.
Over the years the AEQT has supported, and continues 
to support, environmental and social projects as well as 
neighbourhood associations, such as the Tarragona Neigh-

bourhood Association, or sports clubs like Nàstic de Tarra-
gona or the Tarragona Basketball Club, among others.

The ChemMed Cluster  
and Collaboration with Local Agents

The development of Southern Europe’s most important 
chemical park led to the establishment of the ChemMed Clus-
ter in 2014. ChemMed Tarragona is a transversal organization, 
fronted by the AEQT and its affiliates and the Port of Tarrago-
na. The cluster includes over thirty producers and about a hun-
dred service companies, in addition to thirty public and private 
institutions, ranging from public administrations (the Spanish 
government, Generalitat- the regional government, local mu-
nicipalities…), to academia  and  social/economic organiza-
tions (chambers of commerce, trade unions, Cepta, Pimec). 
ChemMed Tarragona is a forum that is shared with all of Camp 
de Tarragona, where the petrochemical industry is regarded as 
a key element for the region’s development and progress.

Simultaneously, both the AEQT and the chemical industry 
companies keep close ties with local community agents, 
especially with those with whom the industry shares proj-
ects: the Port, the academic world, research centers, eco-
nomic organizations as well as with environmental, cultural 
and sports organizations and neighborhood associations. 
Cooperating and exploring synergies with the territory is 
essential for the industry.

The panel is staffed by representa-
tives of the territory and society, 
and provides them with a channel to 
express their concerns and opinions

ChemMed is a forum where the territory’s pub-
lic and private agents harness the chemical in-

dustry as an element of progress

The AEQT enters into long and short 
term collaborations with the territo-
ry’s social, cultural, community and 

sports associations
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